Forensic medicine deals with the application of medicine for the purpose of law. It is now commonly used to describe all aspects of forensic caseworks; including forensic pathology, that branch of forensic medicine which investigates death, and clinical forensic medicine, which involves interaction between the law, judiciary and the police involving (generally) living persons.
INTRODUCTION AND SCOPE OF FORENSIC MEDICINE
The term 'Forensic is derived from the Latin word forensics, meaning 'of the forum'. In Rome, forum was the meeting place where civic and legal matters were discussed by the competent authorities. Forensic
Medicine is the branch of medicine which deals with the application of medicine for the purpose of law. 1 Medicine and law are related from the earliest times by the bonds of religion, superstition and the magic.
The functions of the physician and the jurist were united in the priest, the intermediary between the God and man. In early civilizations, primitive legal codes, religious doctrines, and social precepts were often ill distinguished and laws with a medical content were often found within their context. 2 Forensic medicine is now commonly used to describe all aspects of forensic casework-including forensic pathology-that branch of forensic medicine which investigates death, and clinical forensic medicine, which involves interaction between the law, judiciary and the police involving (generally) living persons. In broad terms, forensic pathologist doesn't deal with living individuals, whereas a forensic physician doesn't deal with the deceased. There are many areas where clinical and pathological aspects overlap. 3 Most Englishspeaking countries practice clinical forensic medicine and forensic pathology separately [4] [5] [6] while most nonEnglish-speaking countries practice forensic medicine which includes clinical forensic medicine and forensic pathology. [7] [8] [9] In Nepal, the forensic experts deal with both the areas.
Clinical forensic medicine is a sub-specialty of forensic medicine and is intimately associated with the justice system of a country. This includes examination and report on patients of: assault, road traffic and industrial accidents, sexual assault, elder, spousal and child abuse, neglect and starvation, torture, self-infliction, criminal abortion, criminal poisoning, and drunkenness/ intoxication by alcohol or any other means. Some of these areas need highly specialized skills for a proper examination and expert opinion. worse than no opinion at all, as in the latter case, the legal authorities will at least be aware of the deficiency in their evidence, rather than be misled by the often dogmatic inaccuracies of an inexperienced doctor. 10 Therefore, any medical officer, who is put on this duty, should be fully trained before handling this job. 
